IN THE STATE COURTS OF THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE
PRACTICE DIRECTIONS AMENDMENT NO. 3 OF 2022
(STATE COURTS PRACTICE DIRECTIONS 2021)

It is hereby notified for general information that amendments have been made to
Part XVII, paragraph 115 of the State Courts Practice Directions 2021 on witnesses giving
evidence through live video link in criminal proceedings.

2 The amendments will take effect on 1 April 2022 and will be reflected at https://epd-
statecourts-2021.opendoc.gov.sg/ from 1 April 2022.

3 Please find attached a document reflecting the marked-up amendments to the Practice
Directions 2021.

Dated this 31% day of March 2022.
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CHRISTOPHER TAN
REGISTRAR
STATE COURTS



State Courts Practice Directions Amendment No. 3 of 2022

(State Courts Practice Directions 2021)

PART XVII: CRIMINAL MATTERS

115.

Witnesses (including the accused person) giving evidence through live video or

television link

(1

)

A persen-witness (including the accused person) may, with the Court’s permission,in
e e e e e o e i Lo o Lo ove evidence
through a live video or live television link in any trial, inquiry, appeal or other
proceedings as specified in sections 281{H-and+2) of the Criminal Procedure Code
2010.

The Court’s permission is required for evidence to be adduced via a video link. The
application for permission should be made as early as practicable, and at the pre-trial
case conference. If no pre-trial case conference is scheduled, the application should
nevertheless be made as soon as practicable, to the Registrar of the State Courts. In
addition to the need for timeliness,

(a) where the application is for the accused person to give evidence by means of a
live video or live television link, the application should also state:

(1) where the accused person will be giving evidence from (whether a place
within a Court, a prison, an approved centre in Singapore, or otherwise);

(i1) the administrative and technical facilities and arrangements to be made
at the place from which the accused person is to make an appearance or
to give evidence from; and

(i)  the reasons for making such an application, and in particular, why it
would be in the interests of justice to allow the application;

(b) where the application is for a witness (not being the accused) who is not in
Singapore to give evidence from a place that is not in Singapore by means of a
live video or live television link, the application should also state:

(1) whether the witness is a witness specified in section 281(5B)(c) of the
Criminal Procedure Code 2010, and if so, the capacity of the witness
(eg, an expert witness, factual witness or otherwise);

(i1) the administrative and technical facilities and arrangements to be made



at the place from which the witness is to give evidence; and

(ii1))  the reasons for making such an application, and in particular, why it
would be in the interests of justice to allow the application.

“h3)

4

6)(5)

The Court may, in a proper case, permit appropriate person(s) to be present with the
witness (including an accused person giving evidence as a witness, where appropriate)
at the place where the witness is giving evidence from. Such person(s) may include a
parent, a guardian, an officer of the Court, a counsellor, a social worker or any such
other person(s) as the Court deems fit.

If an accused person is not represented by counsel, the presiding Judge will explain to
him the process of a witness or the accused person (as the case may be) giving evidence
through a video link.

Microphones have been installed for the Judge, prosecutor, counsel, witness, interpreter
and the accused who are physically in Court. The oral proceedings, including the
testimony of the witness, will be relayed and broadcast through the courtroom speaker
system. When a video link session is in progress, prosecutors and counsel who are
physically in Court are reminded to speak clearly and slowly into the microphones
which are placed on the tables. In order to ensure clarity in the audio transmissions, no
two persons should speak simultaneously into the microphones.



